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REMARKS 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the careful and 
thorough examination of the present application. Applicants 
have amended independent Claims 1 and 49 to incorporate the 
subject matter of now canceled dependent claims 2 and 50, 
respectively. Applicants have also amended depended Claims 
3, 15 , 51, and 57-58 for consistency. Applicants submit that 
all claims are patentable for the reasons set forth in greater 
detail below. 

I, The Claimed Invention 

The present invention, as recited, for example, in 
amended independent Claim 1 is directed to an electronic 
device. The electronic device comprises a housing, a display 
carried by the housing, a fingerprint sensor carried by the 
housing, and a processor for generating a plurality of menu 
items on the display. Claim 1 has been amended to recite the 
fingerprint sensor comprising a fingerprint' sensing area 
having a polygonal shape defining a plurality of spaced apart 
corner portions, each corner portion defining a respective 
pointing direction, and that the processor is also for 
scrolling an indicator along the menu items in a respective 
pointing direction based upon static placement of a finger 
adjacent a corresponding corner portion of the fingerprint 
sensing area. Amended independent Claim 49 is directed to a 
method counterpart of Claim l and has been similarly amended . 

Independent Claim 19 is also direoted to an 
electronic device Bimilar to Claim 1, but further recites the 
fingerprint sensing area having a diamond shape defining a 
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plurality of spaced apart corner portions. Claim 19 further 
recites the menu items arranged in at least one column, and 
the display for scrolling an indicator along the at least one 
column of menu items based upon static placement of a finger 
adjacent a pointing direction of a respective corner portion 
of the fingerprint sensing area. 

Independent Claim 32 is also directed to an 
electronic device. This electronic device includes a housing, 
a display carried by the housing/ a fingerprint sensor carried 
by the housing and comprising a fingerprint sensing area 
having a diamond shape defining a plurality of spaced apart 
comer portions , and a processor* The processor is for 
generating a plurality of menu items on the display arranged 
in a plurality of columns/ and for scrolling an indicator 
along the menu items based upon placement of a finger adjacent 
a selected portion of the fingerprint sensor. The spaced 
apart comer portions of the fingerprint sensor defined by an 
upper corner portion are for scrolling the indicator in an 
upward direction through the menu items. The fingerprint 
sensor also includes a downward corner portion for scrolling 
the indicator in a downward direction through the menu items, 
a first -side comer portion for scrolling the indicator in a 
direction towards a first side of the display through the menu 
items / and a second-side corner portion for scrolling the 
indicator in a direction towards a second side of the display 
through the menu items . 

independent Claim 44 is also directed to an 
electronic device similar to Claim IB, but recites selecting a 
menu item based upon a tapping of the fingerprint sensing area 
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as determined by sensing finger placement over a plurality of 
corner portions rather than scrolling an indicator along the 
at least one column of menu items based static placement of a 
finger adjacent a pointing direction of a respective corner 
portion of the fingerprint sensing area. 

II, The Claims Are Patentable 

The Examiner rejected independent Claims 1, 19, 32 , 
44, and 49 over Jerbi et al. in view of Brosnan. Jerbi et al. 
discloses a mobile communications terminal comprising a 
fingerprint sensor. (Jerbi et al.: Paragraph 4). The 
fingerprint sensor may be used to operate the communications 
terminal/ i.e. scroll through menu items, etc. (Id. Paragraph 
14) . The user may scroll in different directions depending on 
the orientation of the user's finger on the fingerprint 
sensor. More particularly, Jerbi et al . discloses that the 
menu may be scrolled upward based on the user placing the 
finger on the fingerprint sensor in a vertical orientation, 
and may be scrolled in a second way by placing the finger on 
the fingerprint sensor in a horizontal orientation. (Id. 
Paragraph 17) , 

The fingerprint sensor may also have an extended 
sensing surface for registering one of more fingerprint 
orientations in different positions on the fingerprint sensing 
surface, (Id. Paragraph 20) . The Examiner contended that 
Jerbi et al. fails to disclose an indicator along with the 
menu items . The Examiner also contended that this feature is 
well known and cited the teachings of Brosnan as an example of 
such. 

IB 



PAGE 20/22 1 RCVD AT 61112007 3:59:53 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/2 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 1 DURATION (mm-ss):02-58 



JUN. 1.2007 4:07PM 



NO. 494 P. 



In re Patent Application of 
CHANDLER ET AX.. 
Serial No. 10/633,602 
Filed: OCTOBER 10, 2003 

/ 

In contrast/ for example, independent claim 19 
recites scrolling an indicator along the column of menu items 
based upon static placement of a finger adjacent a pointing 
direction of a respective corner portion of the fingerprint 
sensing area. Jerbi et al, does not disclose this recitation 
of the claimed invention. Jerbi et al. discloses a 
rectangular fingerprint sensor with four corners, as depicted 
in Figure 1 of Jerbi et al., but does not disclose scrolling 
an indicator along the column of menu items based upon static 
placement of a finger adjacent a pointing direction of a 
respective corner portion of the fingerprint sensing area. 
Differently, Jerbi et al. discloses scrolling in different 
directions based upon fingerprint orientation, i.e. vertical 
or horizontal. Jerbi et al . further discloses scrolling 
through menus by repeatedly placing the finger on the 
fingerprint sensor in the same orientation (tapping) and not 
static placement of a finger, as in the claimed invention. 
(Id. Paragraph 14) > 

Accordingly, independent Claim 19 is patentable. 
Amended independent Claims 1 and 49 and independent claims 32 
and 44 include similar recitations and are patentable for 
similar reasons. Their respective dependent claims, which 
recite yet further distinguishing features, are also 
patentable over the prior art and require no further 
discussion herein. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

In view of the amendments to the claims and the 
arguments presented above, it is submitted that all of the 
claims are patentable- Accordingly, a Notice of Allowance is 
respectfully requested in due course- Should any minor 
informalities need to be addressed , the Examiner is encouraged 
to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed 
below ♦ 




fer, Doppelt, Milbrath 
P-A. 

grange Avenue, Suite 1401 
?fice Box 3791 
Florida 32802 
Ll-2330 
407-841-2343 fax 
Attorney for Applicants 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing correspondence has 
been forwarded via facsimile number 571-273-83 00 to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450 this /£*^ day of June, 2007. 
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